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The Family Tree 
First Baptist Church of Pontiac 
ðGrowing the Family of God 

Pastor: James O. Wolfe III 
Assoc. Pastor: Karen M. Boucher 

In his book, The Divine Conspiracy, Dallas Willard cites the following 

quote from Henri Nouwen: 

 

We simply go along with the many ñmustsò and ñoughtsò that have been 

handed on to us, and we live with them as if they were authentic transla-

tions of the Gospel of our Lord.  People must be motivated to come to 

church, youth must be entertained, money must be raised, and above all 

everyone must be happy.  Moreover, we ought to be liked or at least respected by a fair majority 

of our parishioners; we ought to move up in the ranks according to schedule; and we ought to 

have enough vacation and salary to live a comfortable life. 
 

While the comment is directed to pastors it is a disquieting indictment on mainline churches as a 

whole. We have all fallen into the trap of trying to coerce more people to come to church, plan 

bigger and better programs, and of course, bring in more young people.  As Nouwen says, ñWe 

simply go along with the many ñmustsò and ñoughtsò that have been handed on to us.ò  It is the 

way too many of us have done church for too long. 
 

Church membership has too often become synonymous with being a Christ-follower in much 

the same way one becomes a Rotarian by joining the Rotary club.  I have a great deal of respect 

for service clubs such as Rotary, Kiwanis, etc.  Unlike the church they require participation, 

payment of dues and insist that each member participate in programming throughout the year. 
 

A person who has determined in her or his heart to become a Christ-follower is one who has 

made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ to live his or her life in a growing relationship with 

Christ. This means that one will practice spiritual disciplines, and devote her or his life com-

pletely to becoming more like Christ each day.  Church membership should always follow this 

decision to follow Christ.  It should never precede that decision nor usurp it.  Becoming a disci-

ple of Jesus is the absolute prerequisite for joining the local church. 
 

I am going to be offering a class for persons who are considering the decision to become a 

Christ-follower.  If you are considering this life-transforming commitment I invite you to join 

me in learning what it means to accept Christ and become his disciple.  We will begin meeting 

on Sunday March 14 in my office following worship. 
 

If you have not made this decision please pray and seek Godôs direction for your life. 
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This is the theme for this yearõs TEENSERVE Mission project being held this  

coming June in New London, WI.  Our team has been finalized as well as our  

fundraising events.  Once again we will need to look to our church family for your 

support.  This support consists of helping us financially with our numerous  

fundraising events as well as prayerfully.  The fundraisers will be what we offered 

last year; Sloppy Joe Luncheon, M&M coin containers, Car Wash and yard work.  

The cost to attend is $400 per person and if you would like to help in sponsoring a 

youth (for any amount) this would be very much appreciated.  You can speak  

directly with me as your gift will be kept confidential.  
 

I must admit last year was an incredible experience for us all as we gathered  

 together to work, fellowship, and worship.   My hope is that this yearõs experience 

is a repeat in being rewarding, fun, and spiritually renewing.  Please prayerfully 

support our youth and adult advisors:  
 

Megan Amdor, Kaitlyn Baron, Brittany Bohm, James Bohm, Sam Detwiler and 

Jayme Soule with Julie Amdor, Steve Baron, and Dale Newsome  
 

March fundraising event:  

 Sloppy Joe Luncheon ð Thursday, March 25th  
 

In Service Together,  

Pastor Karen  

Sloppy Joe Thursday  
 

On Thursday, March 25 from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm we will be serv-

ing an old fashioned sloppy joe lunch. The menu will include 

sloppy joes, baked beans, potato chips and a dessert for the 

cost of $6 for adults and $3 for children 12 and under. Delivery 

will be available for both individuals and businesses. Just call 

the church at 815 -842 -4321 and place your order by 10:30 am.  

All proceeds from this event will benefit the upcoming  
TeenServe Mission Trip!!  

ñYour Hands Can Make A Differenceò 
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CHILDRENôS WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE:  
 

March 7: Pam Lind and 

Lindsey Lind 

 

March 14: Rick Golliday 

and Taylor Lind 

 

March 21: Rick Golliday 

and Taylor Lind 

 

March 20: Joyce Cole and 

Colleen Cole 

March Potluck  
 

The March potluck  

dinner will be held on 

Wednesday, March 17 at 

5:30 p.m. The main dish 

will be prepared at the 

church. Table service and 

drinks will be provided. 

Everyone is asked to bring 

a side dish or dessert to 

share. Please make plans to 

join us for this time of  

family fun and fellowship.  

Ladies Night Out  
 

Everyone is Irish on Saint Patrickõs Day so ladies go to your 

closet and wear as much green as you can to our Ladies night 

out on Thursday March 18th at 6:30 pm. We will be celebrat-

ing St. Patrickõs Day all night long!!! We are having a contest 

on your green outfits. Dress pretty, dress unusual??, dress 

funny, come prepared to vote on your favorite costumes. 

Think  GREEN, GREEN, GREEN and lets have fun! 
 

Mark your calendars now for March 18th at 6:30 and start 

preparing your outfit for a fun filled night. If you have any 

questions, please contact Kelly Miller or Carol Jones.  

Food Pantry Needs  
Our food pantry served a total of 141 needy during the month of 

January.  
 

If you would like to help us continue this important ministry, we 

especially need donations of the following items: Tuna, instant 

potatoes, canned vegetables, peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti 

sauce, macaroni & cheese, canned soups and cereal.  
 

If you would like to make a donation, you may bring it to the 

church with you and leave it in the kitchen on Sunday morning. 

You may also drop it by the church anytime during regular office 

hours. Of course, monetary donations are always welcome. Just 

be sure to mark your check ñfood pantryò and drop it in the offer-

ing plate.  

Visit Us On the Web!! 
 

For convenient access to the latest church news, schedule and 

contact information, donõt forget to visit us on-line at 

www.fbcpontiac.org. Our website is updated almost daily in an 

effort to provide you with the most current information avail-

able. While there, you also have the opportunity to download 

recent services in MP3 format or browse our picture gallery 

and see just what weõve been up to lately here at FBC!  
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Dear Church Family, 
 

We want to thank you for your generous donations for our bake sale. We 

raised $333.48 to help the sick children at St. Judeôs Hospital. We learned 

that though we are young, we can make a big difference with Jesus. Thank 

you all! 
  

The 5th grade Sunday School Class 
 

Our sincere thanks to everyone who supported our Valentineôs Day cookie bake sale. Thanks to 

your generosity we were able to raise over $300.00 for our Relay for Life Team!  
  

Blessings, 

The Cloud of Witnesses Relay for Life Team 
 

Many thanks to our Church Family for all the prayers, cards, food and visits after Davidôs sur-

gery. Marty, we loved the blessing jar.  
 

Thanks to Pastor Jim for being with us during surgery and for his visits after and upon returning 

home. Thanks to Pastor Karen for all her visits and calls ñchecking up on usò.  
 

We are truly blessed.  
 

God Bless all of you, 

Dave and Sandy Bailey 
 

Words cannot express the thanks we feel in our hearts for the many wishes, cards and gifts you 

gave us for our 50th anniversary.  It means a lot to us and we thank you for remembering 

us.  We certainly have a wonderful church family. 
 

Jim and Joanne Perkins 

 

Thank you for all of the thoughtful cards I received and prayers that were offered during the re-

cent loss of my son. I am truly grateful to have the support and love of such a wonderful church 

family.  
 

Charoletta Bergin 

Esther Circle  
The Esther Circle will 

meet on Wednesday, 

March 3rd at 1:00 pm 

in the Kum Dubble 

Sunday School Room.  

Newsletter Deadline 
All articles for the April  edition of our church newsletter 

must be submitted to the office no later than Wednes-

day, March 17. You may submit your items by phone (842 -

4321), by fax (844 -6943), by e -mail: 

Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org or by leaving them in the black 

box outside the church office door.   
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The Board of Ministries met 

on Thursday, February 11 at 

7:00 pm.  
 

Adult Ministries: The Prayer 

Shawl Ministry was a huge 

success.   
 

Childrenôs Ministries: Work-

ing on VBS. Materials have 

been ordered and working on 

setting  a date. 
 

Sunday School: In January 

there was an average atten-

dance of 99.   
 

Community Outreach: The 

food pantry served 141 fami-

lies in January.  
 

Board of Ministries 
Pastor Karen: Teen Serve 

Mission Trip from June 27 - 

July 3. There are 6 youth in-

terested in going.  
 

Pastor Jim: Will be meeting  

with John Grisham March 2 

to discuss our mission budget 

and a possible trip to Costa 

Rica.  

 

Unbinding the Gospel Bible 

study will be held from Feb. 

24 - April 14.  

 

Gospel Fest 2010  
 

On Saturday March 20th we will be proud to present an evening of 

gospel entertainment. The event will be held at the Pontiac Township 

High School Auditorium and will start at 5:30 p.m. with Brian Free 

and Assurance. Following Brian Free and Assurance, we are very ex-

cited to welcome back Grammy Nominated Southern Gospel Karen 

Peck and New River.  

 

Tickets for this event are priced at $15.00 in advance and $18.00 at 

the door.  We are also offering a òFamily Ticketó for $50.00 which will allow you to bring 

the entire family (up to 7 members) to enjoy the show. Seating is lim-

ited so be sure to purchase your tickets early! Remember, all pro-
ceeds from this event will benefit our food pantry!  
 

Save the Date!!  

Secret Sisters mark your 

calendars now and save 

June 26th for the re-

vealing of our Secret Sis-

ters!  

I hope you have had a 

great spiritual time with 

your sister and soon it 

will be time to let her 

know who you are! 

If you have any questions 

or problems please con-

tact Carol Jones at 815 -

934 -5551.  



Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
1 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

2  

10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
7:00 pm Book Club 

3 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
1:00 pm Esther Circle Meeting in 
Kum Dubble Room 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir    

4 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  
7:00 pm Diaconate Council 

5  6 
7:00 am Promise Keepers  
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

7 
9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

8 
6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

9 
10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 
 

10 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir  
 
 
 

 

11 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  
7:00 pm Board of Ministries 
 
 

12 
 

13  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

14 DST Begins 

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir  

15  
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

16 
10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

17 St. Patrickõs Day 

Newsletter Deadline 
5:30 pm Potluck Dinner 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir   
 
 

18 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study    
6:30 pm Ladies Night Out 

19  

 
 

     

20 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

21  

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

22  

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

23 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

24  

6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir 
 
 
 
  

25 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Sloppy Joe 
                                  Lunch 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  

26  

 

27  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

28 Palm Sunday 
9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

29 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  

30 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study  

31 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir  

 
 

 

1-Marvin and Kim Gerdes  

1-Jim and Rhonda Hodges  

3- Mike Runyon 

3-Jayme Soule 

3-Earl and Marilyn Coffey  
3-Keith and Natalie Hendershott  

4-David Bailey 

5-Mart and Karen Rambo  

6-Mart Rambo  

6-Gayle Bohm 

6-Nick Hibbs  

6-Sandy Eaton 

7-Rhonda Hodges 

7-Aaron Waschle  

7-Ruben and Bertha Moreno  

9-Vivian Akers  

10-Dylan Toon 

10-Daniel and Jill Kindred  

11-Bethany Miller  

12-Dave Brand 

16-Todd Miller  

16-Michelle Hendershott  

17-Barry Schell  

19- Jim Hudson  

20-Kevin Gray 

22-Sheila Ferguson  

25-Karen Rynning 

25-Lisa Bradshaw 

25-Alice Crego  

26-Karen Abels  

28-Pat Faust  

31-Bill McBeath  

31-Barry and Sue Schell  

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
1 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

2  

10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
7:00 pm Book Club 

3 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
1:00 pm Esther Circle Meeting in 
Kum Dubble Room 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir    

4 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  
7:00 pm Diaconate Council 

5  6 
7:00 am Promise Keepers  
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

7 
9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

8 
6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

9 
10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 
 

10 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir  
 
 
 

 

11 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  
7:00 pm Board of Ministries 
 
 

12 
 

13  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

14 DST Begins 

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir  

15  
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

16 
10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

17 St. Patrickõs Day 

Newsletter Deadline 
5:30 pm Potluck Dinner 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir   
 
 

18 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study    
6:30 pm Ladies Night Out 

19  

 
 

     

20 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

21  

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

22  

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

23 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

24  

6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir 
 
 
 
  

25 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Sloppy Joe 
                                  Lunch 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  

26  

 

27  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

28 Palm Sunday 
9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

29 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  

30 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study  

31 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir  

 
 

 


