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As you may have noticed from the Sunday bulletins we have rescheduled
the “Bridging the Gap” offering
September 12th. It was felt that the response to both events would be bet-
ter if we waited until school had resumed and most people were home

S OI"PaStOI' from summer vacations.

tes During the month of July we will be promoting the One Great Hour of
Sharing Offering. One Great Hour of Sharing empowers our American Baptist ministries of dis-
aster relief and refugee aid to meet basi
it allows us to share resources that allow people to improve their own lives and communities.

Jesus calls us to tend his sheep caught in situations of evil and natural disaster. The Church re-
sponds with love and energy. Through One Great Hour of Sharing,

1 Disaster victims quickly receive shelter, food, water and medical supplies
1 Local communities develop secure sources of food and clean water

1 Minds and bodies grow stronger with new schools and medical clinics

1 Refugees receive housing and long-term help to construct new lives

In these challenging times we often wonder how much we can afford to sacrifice to help feed
Jesus'’ bel oved sheep. We also |l ook at our
we are reasonably expected to do. One of the questions that I wrestle with from time to time is

the query of why we do special offerings for other needs when we have financial concerns of

our own.

Let’' s face it, we have issues to deal wit
including a new roof and windows. It is no secret that we are experiencing a shortfall in the gen-
er al fund. “So why,” we reasonably ask, “

The answer is multi-faceted and will not satisfy everyone. First the call and command of Christ
is unequivocal. We are to go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19-20). That is not
merely a suggestion, it is a requirement. To neglect to do that is to deny the command of Christ.
Which is why One Great Hour of Sharing responds to the needs of global disasters such as the
recent earthquake in Haiti. One could quickly argue that this command includes persons in our
own neighborhoods. And it certainly does. As they did during the Pontiac flood of January 2008
and recent tornadoes, One Great Hour of Sharing also responds to the needs of our local com-
munities. Hence, the One Great Hour of Sharing offering, assisting persons in times of severe
crisis, both locally and around the world, serves to meet the requirement set forth. As we feed
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From the Senior Pastor (cont.)

and clothe the hungry and the hurting we are witnessing to them in a tangible way the message
of love proclaimed by Jesus Christ.

To those who believe that we need to take care of ourselves first I would like to offer this bit of
reflection. I support the “Bridging the
the building fund. It is not wrong to make a concerted effort to undergird the important minis-
tries of our church. However, each Sunday we are given the opportunity to do just that. Each
one of us chooses the extent to which we will support the ministry of our church. The truth is
that an additional $75.00 per month from each of our giving units would wipe out the deficit in
the general fund. I realize that many of us cannot increase our giving by seventy-five cents much
less $75.00, but there are some of us who are capable of doing that and more.
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For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Matthew 6:21)

Mission Sunday o Come and Worship!!!

What a treat we are all in for on Sunday, July 11! ! The “treat” wil
wor ship service we wil/| be hearing of t
spent an entire week in New London, WI working on homes with hundreds of other teens and
adults. Last year was an incredible experience where it was evident that the Holy Spirit was at
work in all of our | ives, and | 'm sur e

Also, during our May 30™ worship we had the privilege of briefly hearing about Brittany John-
son’s time in Hait.i Well, on this Mis
her “adventures” in Haiti as well as he
University as she will lead our 5:00 p.m. worship. During this service Brittany will have the

opportunity to share more of her faith

Pl ease be sure to mark your calendars a
der f ul opportunity to hear what our you
pose for their lives. Come and hear, come into His presence, come and worship!

God Bless you all,
Pastor Karen
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Newsletter Deadline

ngL E T)» All articles for the August edition of
Ry N ¢ our church newsletter must be submit-
Z{{ (L;} 7 ted to the office no later than Monday,
.O ( <§> July 19. You may submit your items by
‘OA N L\$ phone (842-4321), by fax (844 -6943),
by e-mail: Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org or by
leaving them in the black box outside the church office
door.

Relay For Life

The Relay For Life team is having their annual Garage - Bake
Sale fundraiser on Saturday, July 17 from
8:30 am - 1:00 pm in the church gym.

Any donations for the garage sale may be brought to the Vine-
yard Sunday School room. We are also asking for donations of
baked goods for the bake sale. Those can be brought to the
church on Friday, July 16th between 6 and 8:00 pm. There will
be a sign up sheet in the Narthex. If you have any questions,
please contact Deb Golliday, Teri Newsome or Barb Tholen.

Covered in Prayers Needs Your Help

Our prayer shawl ministry has been far more successful than we
could ever have imagined! Dozens of people have been touched
by the loving efforts and prayers offered on their behalf. As this
ministry continues to grow and bless the people it touches, we
would like to offer an opportunity for those of you who are
unable to knit or crochet to get involved.

Each prayer shawl requires at least four skeins of yarn to
complete. If you would like to donate yarn to this ministry you
may bring it to the church and leave it in the basket in the nar-

thex. You may also make a monetary donation by marking your
check “covered in prayers’”

Independence Day

In honor of the
Independence Day holi-
day there will no evening
activities on Sunday,
July 4th and the church
office will be closed on
Monday, July 5th.

We wish our entire
church family a safe
and happy holiday
weekend!

CHI LDRENOS WORSH

SCHEDULE:

July 4: Lynn Battice and
Vicki McBeath

July 11: Lynn Battice and
Vicki McBeath

July 18: Patty Gray and
Mary Frobish

July 25: Patty Gray and
Mary Frobish
and dropping

t
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Vacation Bible School was held the week of June 14 - 18 with the closing program on Friday night,
June 18. We averaged 35 children per night. Even though our numbers were down and the weather
was hot, all had a great time and a lot was learned. The focus this year was on Unexpected Heroes in
the Bible and how each of us can be a Hero, do the unexpected and step out in faith. Each child par-
ticipated in Bible Study, recreation, music, and, of course, crafts. These were things that they made
and were then given away through our food pantry. The offering also went to the food pantry and a
canned food competition between the classes was also held.

We want to express our appreciation for all of your donations and prayers. To all the volun-
teers...thank you. Without your willingness to serve God and work with the children how would
some of them every know about what a wonderful God we serve? Thank you all so much!

The Committee:

Julie Amdor, Patty Gray, Karen Meister, Barbara Tholen

****Please noter***

The special offering and picnic that
had been planned for Sunday, July 4
has been rescheduled for Sunday,
September 12th. So mark your
calendars now and make plans to
join us on that day!

Food Pantry Needs

If you would like to help us continue this impor-
tant ministry, we especially need donations of the
following items: Tuna, instant potatoes,
canned vegetables, peanut butter, jelly, spa-
ghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese, canned sou
and cereal.

If you would like to make a donation, you may
bring it to the church with you and leave it in the
kitchen on Sunday morning. You may also drop
it by the church anytime during regular office
hours. Of course, monetary donations are always
wel come. Just be
pantry”™ and drop it
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We're Under Construction!

The stained glass windows in our church
sanctuary are approximately 117 years
old. They were salvaged from the old
First Baptist Church building that was
located downtown and installed in our
new sanctuary when it was built. Unfor-
tunately, like all things, the stained glass
windows have suffered from the ravages
of time and are now in need of some
serious restoration work.

Jacksonville Art Glass has begun the
Process of removing the window and the
restoration work will begin in a couple
of months. To view some pictures of the
window being removed, please visit our
website at www.fbcpontiac.org and re-
member to check back often as the res-
toration process begins and we are able
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The Board of Ministries met
on Thursday June 10 at 7:00
pm.

Youth Ministries: TeenServe
Car Wash and Bake Sale made
$470.83 before being rained
out.

Tootsie Roll fundraiser raised
$1,553.31.

June 11 will be Mission Sun-
day. Morning worship will be
conducted by the youth and
adults who went on the Teen-
Serve Mission Trip. Brittany
Johnson will be speaking on
her experiences in Haiti at the

Board of Ministries

5:00 service.

Sunday School:Average
attendance in May was 106

with an average offering
$41.08.

Associate Pastor:Dale
Newsome, Steve Baron and
Julie Amdor are the adults
who will be joining the youth
on their upcoming TeenServe
Mission Trip.

The TeenServe Mission trip is
scheduled from June 27 - July
3rd.

Senior Pastor: The east win-
dow of the sanctuary has been
removed. It was discovered
that the stops were all rotted
and needed to be replaced.
The cost will be an additional
$3,000 - $4,000.

Unbinding the Gospel small
group study began on June
23rd at 6:30 pm.

Due to schedule conflicts, the
Bridging the Gap special of-
fering and picnic are being
postponed until September
12th.

Junior High
James Bohm
Taylor Lind

Matt Richardson
Stephanie Richardson
Stephen Richardson

@  Congratulations To Our Gregetes
High School

Kaitlyn Baron
Miguel Santacruz
Kelly Sullivan

College

Owen Wolfe




2-Jordan Hibbs

2-Connie Grider ®
3-Steve and Lisa McBride >
4-Carl and Janice Staley
5-Dorley and Brenda Dodd @
5-Elmer Gruen

6-Sue Schell

6-Shana Sidfrids

7-Janet Halford

7-Jackson Crawford

7-Tristan Kindred ®
7-John and Karen Abels
8-Spencer Peck

10-Cori Minkler

10-Lisa McBride

11-Sharon Ehresman

12-Mel Beck

13-Haley Walters

13-Allison Lynn Peck

14-Kyla Sidfrids

14-Sharla McCoy

14-Georgia Paul 14
14-Scott and Cindy Knight
15-Lois and Loran Good
15-Louise Gray

15-Owen Wolfe

16-Ryan Miller

16-Thomas Oakes

16-Betty Ricketts

16-Shian Poshard

16-Robyn Ramsey ®
16-Ron and Gayle McBeath >
17-Bernie and Jane Kahn
19-Jim and Mariann Dixon ®
19-Lydia Cullison

19-Merry Lynn McCue
19-Brittany Minkler

19-Jennifer Frobish

21-April Graves

21 Daryl Hildenbrand
21-Tiffany Patterson

22-Hope Schwartz

24-Nathan Grau

26-Bill Gould

26-Janice Staley L4
26-Bill and Phylis Bowman
27-Dale Newsome

28-Steve Rynning

28-Tammy Gregory

29-Janice Letsos

31-Sharon Russell

31-Joyce Cole

31-Brenda Brand

31-Clyde Francis

31-Kate Hoover

Sunday

* Please note that
July 4 has been re

Monday

the special offering a

Tuesday

nd picnic that had bee

2scheduled for Sunday, September 12th. *

Wednesday

n planned for Sunday

Thursday

7:00 pm Diaconate Council
8:45 pm Bible Church vs. F

Friday

7:00 pm Friday night family
Bgovie

Saturday

7:00 am Promise Keepers
8:00 am Promise Keepers

Study/Breakfast
4 Independence Day 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00 am Worship Church office closed 6: 30 pm Bar b §/8:00Br RutheCirclet u d y|6:15 pm Assembly of God Vs:00 pm Friday night family | 7:00 am Promise Keepers
10:15 am Sunday School 1:00 pm Esther Circle FBC |movie Fellowship
No Evening Activities 6:30 pm Unbinding the Gospef:00 pm Board of Ministries 8:00 am Promise Keepers
Study/Breakfast
9:00 am Worship 6:30 pm Covered in Prayers|6 : 30 pm Bar b 6]6:30pm UrbiadingtheuGdspel:30 pm Fairbury Baptist vs.7:00 pm Friday night family | 7:00 am Promise Keepers
10:15 am Sunday School FBC | movie Fellowship
5:00 pm Worship 8:00 am Promise Keepers
5:00 pm ABY Study/Breakfast
8:30 am1:00 pm Relay for
Life Garage Sale
18 19 Newsletter Deadline 20 21 22 23 24
9:00 am Worship 6:15 pm FBC vs. Lutheran |6:30 pm Unbinding the Gospel 7:00 pm Friday night family | 7:00 am Promise Keepers
10:15 am Sunday School 6: 30 pm Barbés Bible Study movie Fellowship
5:00 pm Worship 8:00 am Promise Keepers
Study/Breakfast
9:00 am Worship 6:30 pm Covered in Prayers|6 : 30 pm Bar b 6|6:30Bm UrbirdingthelGdsgpel:30 pm FBC vs. Red 7:00 pm Friday night family | 7:00 am Promise Keepers
10:15 am Sunday School 7:30 pm Gray vs. FBC movie Fellowship
5:00 pm Worship 8:00 am Promise Keepers
5:00 pm ABY Study/Breakfast




