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The Family Tree 
First Baptist Church of Pontiac 
ðGrowing the Family of God 

Pastor: James O. Wolfe III 
Assoc. Pastor: Karen M. Boucher 

A few words from my heart.  At our last Board of Ministries meeting we 

received the annual report from the church clerk.  The clerkôs report indi-

cated that at yearôs end we have a total membership of 574 persons.  That 

number sounds pretty impressive until we look at the reality of our situa-

tion. 
 

Our worship and Sunday church school participation represents signifi-

cantly less than half of our membership.  While we received 14 new members last year only two 

of those were received by baptism.  Financially we ended the year showing a deficit in our gen-

eral fund.  It appears that we are falling short of supporting the ministry of our church in the vi-

tal areas of participation and financial commitment. 
 

Perhaps the issue is one of focus.  We tend to focus our time and energy on the development and 

implementation of programs when our emphasis needs to be on the training of disciples. 
 

The clear command of the Lord is ñmake disciples,ò ñbaptizeò and ñteachò (Matthew 28:19-20).  

To accomplish this task we are equipped with the awesome authority of Jesus the Christ. 
 

At the outset I stated that these are words from my heart.  My heart tells me that I love each and 

every one of you.  My heart tells me that we have a deep desire to reach people with the good 

news of Godôs grace and love.  My heart tells me that I will not always be here to lead you, thus 

my heart compels me to call each one of us take seriously the command to use the all-

encompassing authority of Jesus to make disciples. My heart compels me to teach and preach 

the message of salvation and discipleship.  We need to hear it and to live it. 
 

On the 24th of February I am going to begin a small group training series in evangelism from a 

book titled, Unbinding the Gospel.  This book was born from the Mainline Evangelism Project, 

a four-year study of hundreds of mainline congregations.  The authors interviewed over 1200 

church members, new Christians and pastors.  The authors not only studied effective evangel-

ism, but more important, what motivated those congregations to reach out to people with no 

church background.  One of the most important discoveries is that a vivid relationship with God 

lies at the heart of evangelism. 
 

In my heart I believe that God is directing us to focus our commitments, skills, gifts and re-

sources ïincluding the authority of Jesus-to make disciples.  Please take seriously the invitation 

to join this training event.  It will change you, our church and our community.  Some of us have 

been sitting too long on the sidelines expecting others to do ministry on our behalf.  No more 

sitting.  No more whining. No more complaining.  The requirement is to ñmake disciples.ò 
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Well, itôs ñofficialò our youth, and several adults, will participate in the TEENSERVE Mission 

Project scheduled for this coming June.  We had such a wonderful experience last year that we 

simply couldnôt pass up another opportunity to work, grow and serve! 

 

Because we have made this decision, we once again look to our church family for help with 

your prayers and in raising the funds to attend.  We have scheduled several fundraising events, 

the first being a Valentine Childcare, schedule for Sunday, Feb. 14th.  Our youth will watch your 

children, infants through age 10 from 5:00 to 10:00 p.m. in order for you to enjoy a night out.  

There is no cost, but we will receive donations.  There will be a sign-up sheet located in the Nar-

thex beginning Jan. 31st and we ask that you make your reservations before Thursday, Feb. 11th.  

This would be helpful in making sure we have enough youth, adults, food and activities for the 

children. 

 

Iôm excited at this opportunity for our youth, and adults with the hope you share this same ex-

citement.  Those who participated last year still talk about their experiences and memories of 

painting, building, and of course worship!  Please remember to pray for those participating and 

for our fundraising efforts.  Our wish is to raise $3,000. 

 

Peace,  

 

Pastor Karen 

 

Other fundraising events will include: 
 

 Sloppy Joe Luncheon ï March 

 M&M Containers ï April  

 Car Wash/Bake Sale ï May 

 Yard work ï June 

Pastoral Prayer Requests 
 

If you have submitted prayer requests to 

our pastors in the past, they are asking that 

you please complete an updated prayer 

card and leave it in the prayer box in the 

Narthex. This will ensure that the prayers 

being offered on your behalf are timely and 

reflective of your current needs.  

TEENSERVE Again!!!  

Ash Wednesday Service 
 

We encourage everyone to join us at 6:30 

pm on Wednesday February 17 for a spe-

cial time of reflection as 

we enter into the holy 

season of Lent.   
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CHILDRENôS WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE:  
 

 

Feb. 7: Patty Gray and 

Mary Frobish 

 

Feb. 14: Michelle Bohm 

 

Feb. 21: Michelle Bohm  

 

Feb. 28: Pam Lind and 

Lindsey Lind 

Esther Circle  
The Esther Circle will meet at noon on Wednesday,  

February 3 at the Pontiac Family Kitchen. Members are 

reminded to bring supplies to be sent to Mexico.  

February Potluck  
 

The February potluck  

dinner will be held on 

Wednesday, February 24 at 

5:30 p.m. The main dish 

will be prepared at the 

church. Table service and 

drinks will be provided. 

Everyone is asked to bring 

a side dish or dessert to 

share. Please make plans to 

join us for this time of  

family fun and fellowship.  

Newsletter Deadline 
 

All articles for the March edition of our 

church newsletter must be submitted to 

the office no later than Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 17. You may submit your items by 

phone (842 -4321), by fax (844 -6943), by 

e-mail: Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org or by leaving them in the 

black box outside the church office door.   

Sweets for Your Valentine!  
 

Our Relay for Life team is once again 

selling cookies and brownies for Val-

entineõs Day.  For a donation to Relay 

for Life, you will have your choice of 

chocolate chip cookies, oatmeal cook-

ies or a brownie. Order sheets will be 

available in the Narthex on Sunday mornings and your 

orders can be picked up on Sunday, February 14th.  

Visit Us On the Web!! 
 

For convenient access to the latest church news, schedule and 

contact information, donôt forget to visit us on-line at 

www.fbcpontiac.org. Our website is updated almost daily in an 

effort to provide you with the most current information available. 

While there, you also have the opportunity to download recent 

services in MP3 format or browse our picture gallery and see just 

what weôve been up to lately here at FBC!  



Page 6  February 2010 

Dear Loved Ones,  

 

I canôt express how deeply 

touched I was by my church 

family for the kindness 

youôve shown. From taking out the trash to 

fixing a light; from Frosty the Snowman who 

shoveled the drive to those who ran errands. 

Bless you all for the wonderful meals, cards, 

prayers, calls and for checking in on us each 

day.  

 

A very special thanks to Pastor Jim and Janet 

Wolfe, to Ken and Sheila Ferguson and Sandy 

Bailey for all theyôve done to help us through 

this difficult time.  

 

God bless you all, 

 

Love,  

Fran and Harlin Dean 

Food Pantry Needs  
 

Over the past few months our food pantry has been very busy serving an ever increasing number 

of needy families. We served a total of 122 needy families in our food pantry during the month 

of December. As the number of needy families continues to grow, we need the continued sup-

port of our church family in order to effectively continue this vitally important community min-

istry.  
 

 

If you would like to help us we especially need donations of the following items: Tuna, instant 

potatoes, canned vegetables, peanut butter, jelly, spaghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese, 

canned soups and cereal.  
 

 

If you would like to make a donation, you may bring it to the church with you and leave it in the 

kitchen on Sunday morning. You may also drop it by the church anytime during 

regular office hours.  
 

 

Of course, monetary donations are always welcome. Just be sure to mark your 

check ñfood pantryò and drop it in the offering plate.  

Small Group Opportunity!  
 

Beginning on Tuesday, February 16 at 

10:00 am, Karen Meister will begin lead-

ing a 5 week Bible study by Joyce 

Meyer called òChoices ðHaving Peace 

and Joy in Your Everyday Lifeó  
 

Through this Bible study you will ex-

plore how your thoughts, words, emo-

tions, prayer and love walk effect your 

daily life, your relationship with God 

and with others.  
 

This group will meet from Feb. 16 - 

March 16 at 10:00 am on Tuesday morn-

ings. If you are interested in joining 

this group, there will be a sign up sheet 

in the Narthex.  
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The Board of Ministries met 

on Thursday, January 14th at 

7:00 pm.  
 

Adult Ministries: Carol Jones 

will continue to coordinate 

Ladies Night Out activities.  
 

Childrenôs Ministries: Still 

need team teachers for Chil-

drenôs Church.  
 

Sunday School: In December 

there was an average weekly 

attendance of 97 people with 

an average offering of $51.42.  
 

Community Outreach: The 

food pantry served 122 fami-

lies in December.  

Board of Ministries 
The World Mission Offering 

collected $2, 914.00.  
 

Youth Ministries: On Dec. 

31, the Senior High Youth 

finished painting the Youth 

Room.  
 

Pastor Karen and 5 Junior 

High Youth went to see the 

movie ñThe Blind Sideò on 

Dec. 31.  
 

Pastor Karen: Youth advi-

sors and a Sunday school 

teachers will be meeting on a 

bi-monthly basis.   
 

Has planned college visits 

planned for Olivet and Elm-

Gospel Fest 2010  
 

On Saturday March 20th we will be proud to present an evening of 

gospel entertainment. The event will be held at the Pontiac Township 

High School Auditorium and will start at 5:30 p.m. with Brian Free 

and Assurance. Following Brian Free and Assurance, we are very ex-

cited to welcome back Grammy Nominated Southern Gospel Karen 

Peck and New River.  

 

Tickets for this event are priced at $15.00 in advance and $18.00 at 

the door.  We are also offering a òFamily Ticketó for $50.00 which will allow you to bring 

the entire family (up to 7 members) to enjoy the show. Seating is lim-

ited so be sure to purchase your tickets early! Remember, all pro-
ceeds from this event will benefit our food pantry!  
 

hurst in March.  
 

Pastor Jim: Emphasized 

Gospel Fest 2010, scheduled 

for March 20th. The proceeds 

from this event will benefit 

the Food Pantry.  
 

Looking at possible Small 

Group Bible Study 

ñUnbinding The Gospelò, an 

8 week program on evangel-

ism.  



Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
1 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

2 Groundhog Day 

6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
7:00 pm Book Club 

3 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
12:00 pm Esther Circle @ 
Pontiac Family Kitchen 
7:00 pm Adult Choir    

4 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  
7:00 pm Diaconate Council 

5  6 
7:00 am Promise Keepers  
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

7 
9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Jr. / Sr. ABY   
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

8 
6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

9 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 
 

10 
7:00 pm Adult Choir  
 
 
 

 
 

11 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  
7:00 pm Board of Ministries 
 
 

12 
5:00 pm ABY Hockey game and 
Concert 

13  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

14 Valentineõs Day 

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
1:00 pm Jr. ABY Good Sam.  
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 -10:00 pm ABY Kid Care 
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

15 Presidentõs Day 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

16 
10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

17 Ash Wednesday 

Newsletter Deadline 
6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Svc.  
 
 
 
 

18 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study    

19  

 
 

     

20 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

21  

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

22  

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

23 
10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

24  

5:30 pm Potluck Dinner 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir 
 
 
 

25 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  

26  

 

27  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

28 
9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

    
 

 

1-Ashley Graves 

1-Doyle Hurd 

1-Derik Poshard 

1-Mike Poshard 

1-Greg Schwartz 

2-Jan Jolynn Staley 

2-Josh Knight 

2-John and Michelle Bohm  

3-Larry Gilmore 

3-Doris Pearson 

3-Neisha Hibbs 

4-Tyler Lind 

6-Bill Battice 

7-Rick Miller 

8-Bill and Rosemary McBeath  

10-Leon Gray 

10-Roger Gray 

10-Patty Gray 

12-Maxine Zytniowski 

13-Patricia Gilmore 

13-Jewel Morgan 

13-Joanne Perkins 

14-Earl and Jean Chapman  

14-Ron and Carol Poshard  

15-Adam OôNeal 

15-Rebecca Rackozy 

15-Harlin and Fran Dean  

16-Jon and Jodi Wilson 

17-Paul Miller 

18-Larry and Patricia Gilmore 

18-Robert and Janice Harbin 

19-Jerriann Byrd 

19-Calvin Krueger 

19-Dean and Kay Sidfrids  

20-John Bohm 

20-Karen Gilmoure 

22-Marcia Harder 

23-Rebekah Hendershott 

23-Jeff and Cheryl Stith  

26-Keri Lewis 

27-William Leach 

28-Skip and Carol Jones  

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

  
1 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

2 Groundhog Day 

6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
7:00 pm Book Club 

3 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
12:00 pm Esther Circle @ 
Pontiac Family Kitchen 
7:00 pm Adult Choir    

4 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  
7:00 pm Diaconate Council 

5  6 
7:00 am Promise Keepers  
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

7 
9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Jr. / Sr. ABY   
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

8 
6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

9 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 
 

10 
7:00 pm Adult Choir  
 
 
 

 
 

11 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  
7:00 pm Board of Ministries 
 
 

12 
5:00 pm ABY Hockey game and 
Concert 

13  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

14 Valentineõs Day 

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
1:00 pm Jr. ABY Good Sam.  
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 -10:00 pm ABY Kid Care 
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

15 Presidentõs Day 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

16 
10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

17 Ash Wednesday 

Newsletter Deadline 
6:30 pm Ash Wednesday Svc.  
 
 
 
 

18 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study    

19  

 
 

     

20 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

21  

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

22  

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

23 
10:00 am Choices Bible Study 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

24  

5:30 pm Potluck Dinner 
6:15 pm Evangelism Group 
7:00 pm Adult Choir 
 
 
 

25 
6:00 pm Menôs Bible Study  

26  

 

27  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

28 
9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:30 pm Kids Choir 
5:00 pm ABK 
5:00 pm ABY  
5:00 pm Cherub Choir 

    
 

 


