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a0 L9 5 =7 Do you ever get lost in your own mind? | know that sounds confusing,
% % ,<—f % but sometimes when | try to pray | find myself getting lost in random
z 5 % a thoughts that distract and pull me away from quiet moments with God.
o <
S OI"PaS[OI‘ As we have been working through the book, Unbinding the Gospel we
’[BS have been called upon to engage in daily prayer, Bible reading and jour-

naling. We are also asked to share our reflections with a prayer partner.
It is a very healthy process and designed to strengthen both individuals and the entire church.
Like many things that are good for you it is not always easy to do.

L .,_fi You might expect that pastors would find it easy to pray, journal and openly share their
- <= t hought s. |l 6m sure that many pastors do f|
* ot = the opening paragraph indicates, | get lost in my thoughts. | am basically introverted and find
g_.‘:E the open sharing to be threatening. My faith walk and the experience thereof is intensely pri-
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vate. Itis no less profound than that of those who find the open expression easy and meaningfl
-it is just difficult to express.

| share these thoughts to encourage those of you who want to pray, but find yourself distracted
by the myriad worries of the day. | share these thoughts with those of you who feel that your
words are inadequate and your thoughts too shallow. What | am learning is the value of the at-
tempt to pray in a disciplined manner. | would never presume to tell you what works for you or
design a pattern which will guarantee you a meaningful prayer experience. | assure you how-
ever, t hat God will bl ess your efforts to |
your thoughts will roam. You may find yourself unable to focus for more than a few minutes. |
want you to know that God understands your humanity and your frailty.
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Let me suggest that you set aside a few minutes each day to meet quietly with God. Pray for
yourself, your family, your church family. Sit quietly and wait for God. There is no perfect pat-
tern; no magic formula; just sit with God; talk and listen. You will soon discover that you will
welcome these conversations and long for a closer more intimate relationship with God. Time
will slip away and your thoughts will become more focused. You will be changed. Your church
will be transformed.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
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ALet the Son Shine
I &m sitting here, at my desk, with the wi
cars going by, but the birds as wel . [

have the sunshine, to be wearing just a sweatshirt when walking the dog, and hav-
ing the day last a bit longer because of changing the clocks. Finally, we can say
0goodbyed to winter and | ook forward to

| write this because many years ago, while | was living in Canada, an elderly friend

insisted on walking outside each day. Often she would call me and ask me to join

her. | remember these walks as great times in talking, sharing and praying. It was

an opportunity to hear wonderful stories and learn from her. But what | remem-

ber most was that during these walks she would stop and look up and simply put

her face to the sun. At first, | thought she was looking for a bird or plane, but

after awhile I finally asked her what she
sponse, which is why I dm sharing it with
healthy for our bodies and that we should
the vitamins iné she would say. Second,
to thank God, and third, it reminded her to thank Jesus each and every day. It
was her way of letting the Son of God shine within her body each day. And so |
now find myself doing the same thing, looking up to the sun and thanking God for
his son, Jesus during my wal ks with
my body and soul, and so my hope is that you too will let the Son shine in your face
each and every day!

Blessings,

Pastor Karen

Breakfast Items Needed

There is a sign up sheet in the Narthex for those of you who would like to donate
a breakfast casserole or other breakfast items for the breakfast following the
Easter Sunrise Service on April 4th.
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Visit Us On the Web!!

For convenient access to the latest church news, schedule and
contact information, ddineatt f o
www.fbcpontiac.org. Our website is updated almost daily in an
effort to provide you with the most current information avail-
able. While there, you also have the opportunity to download
recent services in MP3 format or browse our picture gallery

r

and see just what wedve been
Newsletter Deadline
All articles for the May edition of our

SLE

$ ];7’ church newsletter must be submitted

Z({ ’ ) = to the office no later than Friday, April

. (“L,} * 16. You may submit your items by phone

Oé» (842-4321), by fax (844 -6943), by e -
4D1} mail: Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org or by

leaving them in the black box outside the church office
door.

Maundy Thursday
e There will be a soup and sandwich
supper held at 6:00 pm on Thurs-
day, April 1 with a special Maundy
Thursday service to follow at 7:00
pm. Please plan to join us for this
very special time of worship.

Easter Sunrise Service

Easter Sunrise service will be held at
7:00 am on Sunday, April 4th with a g
family breakfast to follow.

Sunrise
Service

Please Note

In honor of the Easter
gholiday, there wil ibe ng
evening activities held o

church office will be
closed on Monday,
p to Aprlbth.l y h

We wish our entire
church family a happy
and healthy holiday
weekend!

Sunday, April 4 and the

CHI LDRENOS WORSH

SCHEDULE:
Apr. 4: Joyce Cole and
Colleen Cole

Apr. 11: Lynn Battice
and Vicki McBeath

Apr. 18: Lynn Battice
and Vicki McBeath

Apr. 25: Patty Gray and
Mary Frobish
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Thank You!
| would like to thank everyone for all their cards, calls and prayers
during the illness and | oss of

a special word of thanks to everyone who helped with the funeral
dinner, to Pastor Jim for his support and to Pastor Karen for con-
ducting such a lovely memorial service.

God Bless You All,
Jewell Morgan

We want to thank you for the wonderful celebration that you shared with us on the oc-
casion of our twentieth anniversary. On behalf of our family | want to tell you that we
are honored to be part of this wonderful church family. You honor us with your trust
and love.

Janet, Jim, Karla, Sanjay, Owen

Dear Church Family,

Thank you so very much for the cards, phone calls, food, visits and prayers at the time
of my recent surgery. You truly are my family, and | love you all very much! A special
thank-you to Pastor Jim for getting up at the totally unreasonable hour of 3:00 am so |
could be at the hospital for my 5:00 am admission. You prayed with me, waited with me
and kept me calm until they put me to sleep. Thank you so much for your calming pres-

ence my friend.
I n Christodés Love,

Virginia Asper

To My Church Family,

I would like to thank everyone for their prayers, kind thoughts, calls, cards, flowers and
visits during the time of my surgery an
Pastor Jim for his calls and visits, to everyone who prepared and delivered meals, to
Fran Dean and Sandy Bailey for checking on me and to Pat Faust for coming to sit with
me while Ken went to get our grandchildren. Your loving support has meant the world
to me during this difficult time and I

Blessings to you all,

Sheila Ferguson
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Board of Ministries

The Board of Ministriesmet Chi | dr en 6 sVBEi atiesing. i e s :
on Thursday, March 11 at 7:00is scheduled for the week of Associate PastorThe Teen-

pm. June 14. Serve Mission Trip is sched-
Financial Secretary:We are a There is a new team of teach-uled for the week of June 27
very giving church but ex- ers for Chil dduyRB.&ixyoutoand3radufis.
penses continue to rise. will be going.

Sunday School:The average
$1,839 has been sent to Haiti attendance in February was Pastor Jim: Would like to
for earthquake relief. 113 with an average offering plan another mission trip to

Youth Ministries: The youth ©Of $53.84. Costa Rica.

will be helping with the Easter Fellowship: The funeral din-
Sunrise Service. The service ner for the Fran Childress
will be at 7:00 am with a family was held on Jan. 23
breakfast to follow. with approximately 140 peo-
On April 11 the Senior High  ple attending.

ABY will be going ice skating The Randall Morgan funeral
in Bloomington and going out dinner was held on Feb. 16
for pizza afterward. with approximately 46 people

Discussed the purchase of a
computer and screen to be
used in the sanctuary.

IMPORTANT NOTE:
New Key Policy

Save the Date!!

Secret Sisters mark your calendars now
and save June 26th for the revealing of
The Board of Ministries our Secret Sisters!
has adopted a new pol-
icy regarding the issu-
ance of keys to access
the church. This policy
will become effective on
1 April 2010. In conjunc-
tion with this policy all exterior doors
will be rekeyed and existing keys will
no longer provide access to the build-
ing. If you require a key please come
to the church office.

| hope you have had a great spiritual
time with your sister and soon it will be
time to let her know
who you are!

If you have any ques-
tions or problems
please contact Carol
Jones at 815 -934 -
5551.




1-Brianna Meister
2-Jenna James
3-Dean and JoAnn Miller ®
3-Brian and Michelle Hendershott
4-Tom Battice

4-Jacob Rambo

5-Juanita James

6-Ron Poshard

6-Samantha Streid »
6-Wayne and Debbie Verdun
7-Paul and Norma Miller @
7-Don and Eva Schiff @&
9-James Letsos

9-Lucile Potter

9-Dean Sidfrids

11-Bill Bowman »
12-Sanjay and Karla Gidwani
16-Virginia Asper »
16-Dan and Karen Meister
17-Branwen Sidfrids

19-Cheryl Stith

20-Dean Miller

20-Norma Miller

20-Steven and Jennifer Frobish
21-Jim Wolfe

24-Erik Lewis

24-Paul Peck

24-Danny and Connie Gridef
25-Jordan Staley

26-Jill Detwiler

27-Ron McBeath

27-JoAnn Miller

28-Christina Beck

28-Karen Meister

28Anna OO6Neal
29-Michael Cole

29-Devin Battice

29-Kaitlyn Baron

30-Daniel Kindred

30-David and Sandy Bailef

L4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1Maundy Thursday 2 Good Friday 3
6:00 pm Soup and Sandwich 7:00 am Promise Keepers
Supper 8:00 am Promise Keepers
7:00 pm Maundy Thursday Study/Breakfast
Service

4 Easter Sunday 5 church Office Closed |6 4 8 9 10

7:00 am Sunrise Service |6:30 pm CoveredinPrayers|6: 30 pm Bar b 0/9:00Br RutheCirclet udy|6: 00 pm Mends Bible St udy|7:00amPromise Keepers

9:00 am Worship 7:00 pm Virgi|m00pmd Booklub | e S 1:00%hM Esther Circle 7:00 pm Diaconate Council Fellowship

10:15 am Sunday School 7:00 pm Adult Choir 8:00 am Promise Keepers

No evening activities Study/Breakfast

11 12 13 14 15 16 Newsletter Deadlinel 7

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship7 : 00 pm Vi rgi|6it 80spBi Bhebsg00pmAdueChdt udy/6: 00 pm Meno6s Bible St udy|7:00amPromise Keepers

10:15 am Sunday School 7:00 pm Board of Ministries Fellowship

4:30 pm Kids Choir 8:00 am Promise Keepers

5:00 pm ABY Study/Breakfast

5:00 pm Cherub Choir

9:00am / 5:00 pm Worship 6:30 pm Covered in Prayers|6 : 30 pm Bar b 6 3:00pmAduleChdit udy(6: 00 pm Meno6s Bible St udy|7:00amPromise Keepers

10:15 am Sunday School |7 : 00 pm Vi rgijni ads Bi bl e §7:000)5pm Kids Choir Fellowship

4:30 pm Kids Choir 8:00 am Promise Keepers

5:00 pm ABY Study/Breakfast

5:00 pm Cherub Choir

25 Music App. Sun. 26 27 28 Administrative 29 30

9:00am/5:00 pm Worshig7 : 00 pm Vi rgi|l6i 8@80spBi Baeb§suByprofessighalsDay6: 00 pm Mends Bible Study

10:15 am Sunday School
4:30 pm Kids Choir

5:00 pm ABY

5:00 pm Cherub Choir




