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The Family Tree 
First Baptist Church of Pontiac 
—Growing the Family of God 

Pastor: James O. Wolfe III 
Assoc. Pastor: Karen M. Boucher 

From the Pastor… 
 

From time to time a pastor will invite persons into corporate prayer with the phrase: ñLet us be 

in an attitude of prayer.ò   
 

What does it mean to be in an attitude of prayer?  I would like to begin answering the question 

by repeating Charles Swindollôs well-known comment on ñattitude. 
 

"The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life.  Attitude, to me, is more 

important than facts.  It is more important than the past, than education, than money, than 

circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think, say or do.  It is 

more important than appearance, giftedness or skill.  It will make or break a company... a 

church... a home.  The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding the attitude 

we embrace for that day.  We cannot change our past... we cannot change the fact that people 

will act in a certain way.  We cannot change the inevitable.  The only thing we can do is play 

the one string we have, and that is our attitude... I am convinced that life is 10% what hap-

pens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with you...  

we are in charge of our Attitudes” 
 

If Swindoll is correct then to be in an attitude of prayer means that I choose to spend 90% of my 

life in prayer.  If 90% of my life is spent in an attitude of prayer I will be more than adequately 

equipped to cope with the 10% of seemingly random events that assail me on a daily basis. 

 

If 90% of my life is spent in prayer I will forgive more easily, love more fully, complain less 

bitterly and live more joyfully. 

 

It is impossible for churches to meet the needs and expectations of all people all the time.  It is 

decidedly easier to complain than to celebrate.  An attitude of prayer changes my griping into 

loving, my complaining into forgiving, my sorrow into joy.   

 

A church that is in an attitude of prayer is a welcoming, loving, forgiving and joyful family.  It 

is a place where people experience grace rather than criticism; forgiveness instead of judgment; 

a place exuding the joyful presence of Godôs love. 

 

The church will be open of a day of prayer on Saturday, September 11 from 7am – 5 pm.  You 

are encouraged to stop by for an attitude adjustment-it will change your life. 
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ABY FELLOWSHIP EVENT  
THE GATHERING  

November 5th ï 7th 

 

Our ABY will be hosting this yearôs youth gathering for the GRR.  

In order to do this housing is needed for some of the youth travel-

ing.  If you are willing to host on Friday and Saturday evenings and 

provide breakfast for these two mornings, please be sure to let P.K. 

know.  Be sure to pull out those air mattress and blankets as you 

prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve. 

R&R&R! 

As of this writing Iôm finalizing my vacation plans and 

very much looking forward to some R&R&R!  Now Iôm 

sure youôre wondering; ñWhy so many Rôs?ò  Well, the 

first ñRò is of course rest and Iôm sure we all know that the 

second ñRò is for relaxation.  But that last ñRò Iôve added 

meaning restoration.  Restore actually means to renew, re-

build and thatôs exactly what I hope will happen during my 

vacation time.  Not only will I read several books, take some very longs walks, swim in 

a crystal clear lake, spend time with friends, but spend time with our God as well.  It is 

my hope that with the rest and relaxation the restoration will follow.  I say this because I 

have to admit Iôm a bit tired and looking forward to my time away as I always find it fun 

to go someplace different, to have new experiences, and meet new people.  It is such a 

blessing to be able to go camping with friends, to talk, laugh, and eat way too many 

Sômores. 

 

My hope for you is that during these summer months you had time for some ñR&R&R.ò  

That your time off from work or school gave you the much needed rest and relaxation so 

you too can return fully restored in Godôs spirit.  May we always realize that God calls 

us to take time off, to rest and renew our spirits in order to continue to do his work.  

May we all learn the importance of a little R&R&R! 

 

Pastor Karen 
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CHILDRENôS WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE:  

 
Sept. 5: Rick Golliday and 

Tayler Lind 

Sept. 12: Joyce Cole and 
Colleen Cole 

Sept. 19: Joyce Cole and 
Colleen Cole 

Sept. 26: Lynn Battice and 
Vickie McBeath 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

In honor of the Labor 

Day holiday, there will 

be no evening worship 

on Sunday, September 

5th and our church office 

will be closed on Mon-

day, September 6th. 

 

We wish our entire 

church family a happy 

and healthy holiday!  

Newsletter Deadline 
 

All articles for the October edition of 

our church newsletter must be submit-

ted to the office no later than Monday, 

September 20.  You may submit your 

items by phone (842 -4321), by fax 

(844 -6943), by e -mail: 

Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org or by leaving them in the black 

box outside the church office door.   

Prescription Bottles Needed for Haiti! 
 

The two womenôs circles in our church (The Ruth Circle and the 

Esther Circle) will be collecting empty prescription bottles during 

the months of August and September to be sent to Haiti. Just re-

move the labels from your empty prescription bottles and leave 

them in the basket in the church narthex.  
 

*Please note that over the counter medication bottles cannot be 

used for this collection.*   

Bridging the Gap!  
 

We are currently facing a deficit in our general budget of roughly 

$10,000. In order to effectively continue the mission and ministry 

of our church it is imperative that we eliminate this deficit before 

it becomes any greater.  
 

Therefore, on Sunday September 12 we will be receiving a  spe-

cial offering specifically designed to ñBridge the Gapò in our 

general fund.  It is a large deficit but we can overcome it if we all 

share the load!  
 

We will conclude the day with a church-wide celebration and 

family picnic at four oôclock pm. Meat and beverage will be pro-

vided but we ask that you bring a dish or two to share with the 

church family.  
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I would like to thank Pastor 

Wolfe for  conducting such 

an inspiring service on be-

half of my late husband 

Elmer. Also a big thanks to 

those who served a wonderful lunch and a spe-

cial thank you to Daryl who sang a very inspir-

ing favorite of Elmerôs.  Iôd also like to thank 

those who supported us and remembered each 

of us with their cards, prayers and visits. Iôd  

am especially grateful for the prayer shawls 

that we received. I hope I havenôt missed any-

one because I am truly thankful for each and 

every one of you.  
 

 

God bless all of you for your loving ministry, 
 

Linda Gruen and Family 

 

A very special thank you to everyone for your 

cards, prayers, calls and letters that Iôve re-

ceived. Itôs been a difficult time and I wanted 

to let you all know that, although I have been 

unable to reply to your thoughtful remem-

brances of me, Iôve truly treasured each one. 

Thank You! 

Sloppy Joe Luncheon 
 

On Thursday, September 30 from 11:00 am - 1:00 pm we will be 

serving an old fashioned sloppy joe luncheon. The menu will in-

clude sloppy joes, baked beans, potato chips and a dessert for the 

cost of $6 for adults and $3 for children 12 and under. Delivery 

will be available for both businesses and individuals, just call the 

church at 842-4321 and place your order by 11:00 am.  

 

All proceeds from this event will be used to benefit the First 

Baptist Church food pantry!  

Iôm especially grateful to Pastor Wolfe for his 

calls.  
 

 

God Bless You All, 
 

Jewell Morgan 

 

Thank you so much for the scholarship 

money. Every bit helps. I really appreciate it. 

Iôm so excited to go off on the road that God 

has planned for me. Thanks again!! 
 

Love,  
 

Kaitlyn Baron 

 

Dear Church Family,  
 

Thank you Pastor Jim for your visits. Thank 

you all for the prayers, cards, phone calls, vis-

its, delicious meals and the lovely prayer 

shawl. I am so grateful. You are all a real 

blessing. I am on the mend and I have learned 

a valuable lesson: cleaning has its time and 

place. Love you all 
 

Maxine Zytniowski 
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Hello to all who love to sing, play and praise God in sound and  

song with others or aloneé Otherwise known as the Church Music Makers (CMM)  
 

The CMM are:  Music leaders, singers, instrumentalist, pianists, and actors when needed. 
   

I think I may have devised a schedule that may work for all CMMs, and may be able to include 

a few more people at certain times of the year.  I am proposing a mass rehearsal every 6th re-

hearsal.  First rehearsal will be August 25th from 7:15-8 pm.  For the fall the dates for the 

mass rehearsals will be: 9/1, 10/13, 12/1 for the spring:  1/5, 2/16, 3/30, 4/20.  At the mass re-

hearsal everyone will receive a music packet with the upcoming songs in it.  The mass re-

hearsal will be from 7-8:30 pm on Wednesdays, with a break in the middle.  We will cover all 

of the music for the next six weeks at the mass rehearsal.   After the mass rehearsal the next 5 

rehearsals will only be 45 minutes long on Wednesdays from 7:15-8 pm.  There may be a 

few additional adjustments in the schedule including dates, but I think that all should go very 

well.  Invite your singing friends and family, we need to recruit more members.  To cover more 

ground we must divide and conquer.  Help our program grow by showing the benefits of the 

short 6 week commitment.  Most of the singers that could be in choir are out in the congrega-

tion every Sunday anyway, I see them and hear themé.they just need a helping hand to get 

them to come.  We do have funé.right?  Letôs share it! 
 

Bells:  A few of you have expressed interest in bells on occasion.  I love bells and would like to 

get a small group going, but I need days and times that are possible to meet.  Perhaps Wednes-

days before choir for 45 minutes 2 times a month?  Please let me know who is interested in 

this kind of schedule. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC MONTHS ð 

I encourage you all to find someone to sing with and do a special music number.  I have been 

asked to get more variety for the summer months, and some of the congregation has mentioned 

that they miss the choir during the summer months. 
 

--I am willing, open and able to sing with you or work with you.  My piano skills are alright for 

the learning process, Iôm no Mary Jo, but Iôm able to work with you right after church and other 

times by appointment.  Just ask! 
 

--Please start thinking about what you might like to do and I can point you in a direction of mu-

sic or people.  The church has a large library with something for everyone; all we have to do is 

look. 
 

--To take some of the burden off of the summer solo workéWould you like to have a 4 week 

summer session, see who shows up and that is the group we sing with maybe 2 or 3 Sundays.  

Maybe once a monthéNO ROBES!  Please let me know ASAP.  

 

For more information, please contact Krista Chmiel at 815-848-2907!  

From Our Choir Director... 



Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 
 

 
1 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
1:00 pm Esther Circle  
6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:00 pm  -  8:30 pm Mass Adult 
Choir Rehearsal 

2 
7:00 pm Board of Mnistries 
 

 3 
 

4 
7:00 am Promise Keepers  
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

5  

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
No evening activities 

6 Labor Day 

Church Office Closed 
6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 

7 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 
 

8 
6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:15 pm - 8:00 pm Adult Choir 
 

 
 
 

9 
7:00 pm Diaconate Council 
 
 

10 
 

11  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
7:00 am - 5:00 pm Prayer Vigil 

12  Bridging the Gap 

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:00 pm Church picnic and 
Celebration! 
 

 

13 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  

14 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
7:00 pm Book Club 

15  

6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:15 pm  - 8:00 pm Adult Choir 
 
 
 

16 
6:30 pm Youth Advisor Meeting 

17  

 
 
 

     

18 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
8:00 am Youth Fellowship 
Outing to Six Flags! 

19  

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 
  
 

20 Newsletter Deadline 

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  

21 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
6:30 pm Vision Team Meeting 

22  

6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:15 pm - 8:00 pm Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 

23 
 

24  

 

25  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

26 
9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY  
  
 

27 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  
 
 
 

28 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study  
 

29 
6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:15 pm - 8:00 pm  Adult Choir  

30 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Sloppy Joe 
Luncheon  

  

1-Christopher Newsome  

3-Gay Serna 

7-Ruby Lloyd 

8-Jon Wilson  

9-Jenna Brand  

10-Nathan Mayer  

10-Debbie Verdun  

10-Les Amdor  

11-Diane Krueger  

12-Jim and Jeriann Byrd  

13-Jim Perkins  

15-Kay Meister  

16-Heath Dodson  

19-Barbie Pakula 

20-Heather Battice  

20-Ed and Diana Rich  

20-Jose and Gay Serna  

21-Steven Frobish  

21-Randy Krominga 

22-Jean Chapman 

24-Rick and Kelly Miller  

24-Randy Bratt  

26-Danny Grider  

26-James Bohm 

28-Jodi Wilson  

29-Brad and Marcia Harder  

30-Wayne Verdun  

30-Cindy Warren  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

 
 

 
1 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
1:00 pm Esther Circle  
6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:00 pm  -  8:30 pm Mass Adult 
Choir Rehearsal 

2 
7:00 pm Board of Mnistries 
 

 3 
 

4 
7:00 am Promise Keepers  
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

5  
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10:15 am Sunday School 
No evening activities 

6 Labor Day 

Church Office Closed 
6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 

7 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 
 

8 
6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:15 pm - 8:00 pm Adult Choir 
 

 
 
 

9 
7:00 pm Diaconate Council 
 
 

10 
 

11  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
7:00 am - 5:00 pm Prayer Vigil 

12  Bridging the Gap 

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
4:00 pm Church picnic and 
Celebration! 
 

 

13 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  

14 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
7:00 pm Book Club 

15  

6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:15 pm  - 8:00 pm Adult Choir 
 
 
 

16 
6:30 pm Youth Advisor Meeting 

17  

 
 
 

     

18 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
8:00 am Youth Fellowship 
Outing to Six Flags! 

19  

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 
  
 

20 Newsletter Deadline 

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  

21 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
6:30 pm Vision Team Meeting 

22  

6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:15 pm - 8:00 pm Adult Choir 
 
 
 
 

23 
 

24  

 

25  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

26 
9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY  
  
 

27 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  
 
 
 

28 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study  
 

29 
6:00 pm Open Prayer Time 
7:15 pm - 8:00 pm  Adult Choir  

30 
11:00 am - 1:00 pm Sloppy Joe 
Luncheon  

  


