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The Family Tree 
First Baptist Church of Pontiac 
—Growing the Family of God 

Pastor: James O. Wolfe III 
Assoc. Pastor: Karen M. Boucher 

“WISH YOU WERE HERE” 
 

Pastors, like everyone else, love to complain. It’s too wet.  It’s too 
dry.  It’s too hot.  It’s too….fill in the blank.  If someone remarks 
that attendance was up in worship we come back with, “Yes, but it 
could have been better.”   If attendance is low we comment, “I don’t 
know where everyone was today.” 
 

Like any good complainers, sometimes our complaints our justified. If people don’t 
come to church they miss out on the joy of the family at worship; the music, prayers, 
scripture and spoken word. 
 
You may have received a postcard from a vacationing relative with the quip, ñHaving a 
great time.  Wish you were here.ò  This is my postcard to those of you who have 
freely chosen not to participate in worship, ñWish you were here.ò  I understand that 
many of you would love to be here, but health and work issues make it impossible.  For 
you the radio ministry is a wonderful opportunity to share in worship. 
 
ñWish you were here.ò  Your presence blesses the rest of the family.  ñWish you 
were here.ò  God loves you immeasurably and wants to pour out an abundance of 
blessing and joy on you.  ñWish you were hereò You are a beloved member of the 
family.  ñWe are having a great time! Wish you were here!ò 
 
“THANK YOU FOR GIVING TO THE LORD” 
 

To those who are faithful each time the door is open.  ñThank you for giving to the 
Lord.ò  Your time.  Your presence.  Your gifts.  Your prayers.  Your love. 
 
Pastors walk with feet of clay; we complain and fuss; we get tired and stressed.  Sadly 
we may even take our frustrations out on you.  We too need to ask for and receive for-
giveness. 
 
ñThank you for giving to the Lord.ò  I am blessed by your presence.  I am enriched 
by your prayers.  I am a better person and pastor because of you. 
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Iôve been thinking a lot about the word gratitude lately, and discovered that appreciation and 

support go very well with being thankful.  This is why this article is titled ñGAS Up!ò as we 

should always remember to be grateful, appreciative and supportive of one another. 

 

That being said, we have so many ministries here at FBC that there are many ñthingsò that go on 

behind the scenes.   Did you know that your pastors donôt open the church on Sunday mornings?  

Did you know that your pastors arenôt in charge of the heat, the air conditioner, or anything else 

thatôs mechanical?  Did you know that the pastors donôt even know how much food we distrib-

ute each week, how much is spent, or even how much is needed?  Did you know that I canôt be 

everywhere, doing everything needed with our youth and that we have at 7 folks who enjoy 

spending time with your youth, who work hard with developing programs and themes.  They 

will go ice skating or take a week out of their work schedules to spend it painting and working 

with other youth.  Did you know that there are children learning new songs every week on wor-

ship and praising God?  Did you know that your pastors donôt have any idea what your lesson is 

in Sunday School class? 

 

Are you getting the point here?  Without many of you this church would not ñrun,ò without you 

many ministries could not be offered, and without you First Baptist Church, Pontiac could not 

minister to those who come to worship, but also those who participate in the outreach ministries 

offered. 

 

This article is just a reminder that Iôm so grateful for the many people within this church who 

will take the time to offer their gifts by offering the many different ministries, to those who offer 

their time, and to those who are diligent in their prayers.  It is with great appreciation because of 

all you do, and it is my hope that Iôm able to support you in all you do.  Thank you for your 

commitment and your desire to serve God, and may we all continue to find ways to ñGAS upò in 

letting others know how much we appreciate them as well. 

 

Serving Christ with you, 
 

Pastor Karen 

Menõs Night Out! 
 

Itõs time for another Menõs Night Out! So mark your calendar and make plans to 

join us on Tuesday, May 11 at 6:30 pm for an evening of food, games, fun and 

laughter.  

GAS Up! 
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CHILDRENôS WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE:  

 
May 2: Patty Gray and 

 Mary Frobish 
 

May 9: Michelle Bohm 
 

May 16: Michelle Bohm 
 

May 23: Pam Lind and 
Lindsey Lind 

 

May 30: Pam Lind and 
Lindsey Lind 

Please Note 
 

In honor of the Memorial 

Day holiday there will be 

no evening worship service 

on Sunday, May 30th and 

the church office will be 

closed on Monday, May 

31st.  

 

We wish our entire 

church family a happy 

and healthy holiday 

weekend!  

Newsletter Deadline 
 

All articles for the June edition of our church 

newsletter must be submitted to the office no 

later than Wednesday, May 19. You may 

submit your items by phone (842-4321), by 

fax (844-6943), by e-mail: 

Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org or by leaving them 

in the black box outside the church office door.   

Visit Us On the Web!! 
 

For convenient access to the latest church news, schedule and contact 

information, donôt forget to visit us on-line at www.fbcpontiac.org. Our 

website is updated almost daily in an effort to provide you with the most 

current information available. While there, you also have the opportu-

nity to download recent services in MP3 format or browse our picture 

gallery and see just what weôve been up to lately here at FBC!  

Secret Sisters 
 

We have just about completed our first year with the SECRET 

SISTERS ministry. I pray that you have all had fun with your 

secret sister. Soon it will be time to reveal to your sister who you 

are!  
 

On June 26th we will have a Secret Sister gathering to reveal our 

secret sister partners. If you have participated in this ministry 

please plan on being there to let your sister say thank you for the 

prayers, cards and gifts that she has received through the year. If 

you have a final gift or card to share with your sister you may 

bring it with you that day as well.  
 

Those of you who would like to participate in a new year of the 

secret sister ministry are invited to join us on the 26th as well. 

We will be filling out new forms that day and celebrating the be-

ginning of the 2010 - 2011 Secret Sisters Ministry year!  
 

If you cannot attend the gathering on June 26th, please contact 

Carol Jones at 815-934-5551 to  ensure that you are able to  re-

veal your secret sister and/or sign up for the next year of this spe-

cial ministry!  
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Dear Pastor Jim and Church Family, 
 

Thank you so much for being there during my illness and long road back to 

recovery. I felt so, so blessed during my illness with all your kindness, 

cards, visits, prayers, food and more food. You made me smile everyday I 

hardly believed I was ill. You made me happy everyday. I will not look 

back on this time with sadness but with cherished memories. Thank you all 

for making that possible.  
 

Bless you all,  

Love Juanita James and Family 
 

Dear Church Family, 
 

I would like to thank you all for the cards, thoughts, visits and prayers extended to me and my 

family at the loss of my husband Albert. Also thanks to all who provided the funeral dinner. Pas-

tor Jim, your support and service were outstanding.  
 

God bless you all, 
 

Maxine Zytniowski 
 

A big thank you to those who helped with the Maundy Thursday meal and clean up. It was a 

blessing to all of us.  
 

Janice Staley 
 

A sincere thank you to everyone for your thoughts, prayers and cards while I was in the hospital. 

A special thank you to Pastor Jim for his visits and prayers. Iôm truly blessed to be a part of such 

a loving church family.  
 

Love,  

Lois Good 
 

Thank you to all of our church family for the many prayers, cards and condolences since the 

passing of my mother. They mean more than youôll ever know.  
 

Jim and Rhonda Hodges and Family  

Potluck Dinner 
 

The May potluck dinner will be held on Wednesday, May 12 at 5:30 pm. 

The main dish is chicken and will be prepared at the church. Drinks and 

table service will be provided but everyone is asked to bring a side dish or 

a dessert to share. This will be the last potluck of the season so please make 

plans to come and join us for a time of family fun and fellowship!  
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The Board of Ministries met 

on April 15, 2010 at 7:00 pm.  
 

Financial Secretary: General 

Fund is still struggling.  
 

Youth Ministries: 4 youth 

attended the Senior High trip 

to Elmhurst College on March 

19.  
 

Sunday School: The average 

March attendance was 99 with 

an average offering of $53,65 

in February.  
 

Board of Ministries 
There is a concern about a 

lack of Sunday School oppor-

tunities for  young adults, es-

pecially college age and 

young married couples. Vi-

sion Team is working on ad-

dressing this issue.  
 

Community Outreach: The 

America For Christ Offering 

received over $2,300!  
 

The food pantry served 124 

families with 403 individuals 

in the month of March.  
 

This yearôs VBS, Hero Head-
Quarters, will be held from 
June 14 - June 18. In order to 
ensure that this yearôs program 
is a success we once again need 
the help of our church family.  
 

Snacks 
Crystal Light 
Raisins 
M&Môs 
Chex Cereal 
Pretzels 
Cheerios  
Cheese nips 
Teddy Grahams  
Graham crackers 
Gold fish crackers 
 

Please label snack donations 
ñfor VBSò and leave them in 
the church kitchen.  
 

Craft Supplies 
Wrapped adhesive bandages 
Wrapped antiseptic wipes 

Pastor Karen: The Teen-

Serve mission trip is sched-

uled for June 27 - July 3. 

There are 7 youth and 3 

adults going.  
 

Will be serving as camp Pas-

tor at Springfield from June 

20 - 23.  

Pastor Jim: Will do another 

MASH Study in May.  
 

Planning a 40 day church 

wide study (Unbinding Your 

Heart) in the fall.  

Vacation Bible School 
Wrapped candies 
Envelopes 
Stickers 
Colorful metal rimmed tags 
Mini stickers 
Sequins 
Colored paper 
Plastic straws 
10ò beading elastic 
Wooden or plastic beads 
Plain lunch sacks 
1òX10ò polar fleece strips 
Jumbo craft sticks 
Rubber bands 
Google eyes 
7ò X 14ò plywood (1/8 - 1/4ò 
thick) 
Twine 
Shoe polish (neutral or tan) 
Old rags 
Card stock (white & colored) 
Postcard stamps 
Mailing labels 
9ò plastic plates 

1ò X 2 5/8ò mailing labels 
Self-adhesive foam shapes 
Plastic spring clothespins 
Happy face craft foam 
Transparency film 
Ribbon 
Toilet paper tubes 
Light weight cardboard 
3ò foam balls 
1ò foam balls 
1/4ò thick dowel rods 
Fabric strips 
Jumbo sized cotton balls 
Cotton swabs 
4ò X 10ò plywood (1/4ò thick) 
Craft spoons 
Rubber cement 
Wood spring clothespins 
Saw-tooth hanger and nails 
 
Please mark craft donations 
ñVBSò and leave them in the 
Vineyard classroom.  



Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

         
1 
7:00 am - 5:00 pm Prayer Vigil 
7:00 am Promise Keepers  
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

2 
9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 
 

3  

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

4 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 
 

5 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
1:00 pm Esther Circle  
6:15 pm M*A*S*H* Small Group 
 
 

 

6 
7:00 pm Diaconate Council 
 
 

7 
 

8  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

9 Motherõs Day 

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 
 

 

10 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

11 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
6:30 pm Menôs Night Out 

12  

5:30 pm Potluck Dinner 
6:15 pm M*A*S*H* Small Group 
 
 
 

13 
7:00 pm Board of Ministries 

14  

 
 
 

     

15 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

16  

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY  
 
 

17  

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

18 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

19 Newsletter Deadline 

6:15 pm M*A*S*H* Small Group 
 
 
 
  
 

20 
 

21  

 

22  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

23  
Regular Sunday Activities 
 
 

30  
No Evening Activities  

24 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  
 
 

31 Memorial Day 

Church Office Closed 

25 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study  

26  
6:15 pm M*A*S*H* Small Group 

27  
 

28 29 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast  

1-Karen Rambo 
2 - EmmaLi Baron 
2-Ann Sallee 
2-Marie Rynning 
2-Mark Verdun 
4-Amanda Ronaldson 
4-Sarah Richardson 
5-Alex Beck 
5-John and Judy Pohanka 
6-Joyce Wilson 
6-Elmer and Linda Gruen  
8-Lynn Ragusa 
8-Joseph Hendershott 
10-Gordon and Mary Frobish  
12-Adam Baron 
12-John Detwiler 
12-Mike Schiff 
13-Joseph Lind 
15-Austin Peck 
16-Norman Wilson 
16-Erin Lewis 
17-Dan and Patty Gray  
18-Steve Gray 
18-Alan Gray 
18-Doris Williams 
20-Jake and Maya Dalton 
21-Kenny Crawford 
21-Ruth Ann Peck 
22-Judy Shepherd 
22-Linda Green 
22-Nobie Hudson 
23-Lori Pemberton 
23-Todd and Jan Miller  
24-Dan Gray 
24-George and Neisha Hibbs  
25-Bertha Moreno 
25-Stephen Richardson 
25-Stephanie Richardson 
25-Karla Gidwani 
25-Amy Verdun 
25-Josh and Jill Christianson  
26-James and Janice Letsos 
26-Jason and Angela Green  
26-Bella Grau 
26-Steve Walters 
27-Jan Miller 
29-Dan Meister 
29-Steve and Dawn Baron  
30-Catherine Fuss 
30-Pat Ingram 
31-Marvin Gerdes 
31-Norma Locker 

Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

         
1 
7:00 am - 5:00 pm Prayer Vigil 
7:00 am Promise Keepers  
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

2 
9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 
 

3  

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

4 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 
 

5 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
1:00 pm Esther Circle  
6:15 pm M*A*S*H* Small Group 
 
 

 

6 
7:00 pm Diaconate Council 
 
 

7 
 

8  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

9 Motherõs Day 

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 
 

 

10 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

11 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
6:30 pm Menôs Night Out 

12  

5:30 pm Potluck Dinner 
6:15 pm M*A*S*H* Small Group 
 
 
 

13 
7:00 pm Board of Ministries 

14  

 
 
 

     

15 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

16  

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY  
 
 

17  

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study 

18 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

19 Newsletter Deadline 

6:15 pm M*A*S*H* Small Group 
 
 
 
  
 

20 
 

21  

 

22  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

23  
Regular Sunday Activities 
 
 

30  
No Evening Activities  

24 
7:00 pm Virginiaôs Bible Study  
 
 

31 Memorial Day 

Church Office Closed 

25 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study  

26  
6:15 pm M*A*S*H* Small Group 

27  
 

28 29 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast  


