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The Family Tree 
First Baptist Church of Pontiac 
—Growing the Family of God 

Pastor: James O. Wolfe III 
Assoc. Pastor: Karen M. Boucher 

  Quakers describe intercessory prayer for people as, ñholding them in the light.ò 
 

I am thrilled to observe in many of us new and vital experiences in prayer.  Many of us 

are taking the risk of exposing ourselves to one another in a deeper level of intimacy than 

we have before.  We are daring to tell one another the deep realities of our lives.  We are 

trusting ourselves to hold one another to the light of Godôs Spirit. 
 

There is a movement of the Holy Spirit among us which is refreshing and challenging.  It 

is refreshing to see a strong group of committed people taking time each Wednesday eve-

ning to come to the sanctuary and pray for the vision and ministry of our church.  My 

home pastor used to refer to prayer meeting as the powerhouse of the church.  She was 

absolutely right.  There is unlimited power as two or three of us agree to hold each other 

up in prayer.  There is unlimited potential for personal spiritual growth and growth in 

numbers and outreach. 
 

In Unbinding the Gospel Martha Grace Reese relates the story of a church that developed 

an evangelism team.  At the end of a month the team was asked to give a report.  The 

teamôs response, ñweôre praying.ò  The next month the team was again asked to report on 

their progress.  Their reply was the same, ñweôre praying.ò  The third month the same 

question and the same response, ñweôre praying.ò  So now, let me ask you when is the last 

time you devoted three months to prayer? 
 

Prayer doesnôt change things-prayer changes people.  When we dare to hold people up to 

the light of Godôs Spirit even those for whom we do not care become the focus of love and 

forgiveness.  It is very difficult to hate someone and hold them up to the light Godôs 

Spirit.  
 

There is always a great deal to complain about in the church.  What would our complain-

ing sound like if instead of griping about people and situations we committed those people 

and circumstances to the light of Godôs Spirit? 
 

You and I have the opportunity to transform the ministry of our church.  We have been 

given tremendous power to make things different; to change ourselves and our circum-

stances.  That power; that potential is found in the gift of prayer. 
 

There is a silhouette of hands behind these words.  They are my hands holding each of 

you and our shared ministries up to the light of Godôs Spirit.  You are invited to join 

hands with me and your sisters and brothers in Christ to hold one another up to the joy-

ous light of Godôs Spirit. 

                                                                                    Jim  
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ABY FELLOWSHIP EVENT  
THE GATHERING  

November 5th ï 7th 

 

Our ABY will be hosting this yearôs youth gathering for the GRR.  

In order to do this housing is needed for some of the youth travel-

ing.  If you are willing to host on Friday and Saturday evenings and 

provide breakfast for these two mornings, please be sure to let P.K. 

know.  Be sure to pull out those air mattress and blankets as you 

prayerfully consider this opportunity to serve. 

One Very Busy Summer!!  

What a summer it has been for our children and youth here at FBC.  As you know six youth and 

three adults went on the TEENSERVE mission trip in June and did such a great job of sharing 

their experiences in worship.  There were also several children who went to camp, another cele-

bration as for some this is their very first time going off to camp.  Several children were able to 

share briefly with you all during our ñChildrenôs Timeò and so I thought it might be good to 

ñhear from them again.ò 

 

ñI went for the first time and it was okay.  I liked the water slide and playing 

in the  rain.ò Christian ï age 6 

 

ñI had so much fun at camp.  I want to thank every one for letting me have 

the chance to go.  I made lots of great friends and had fun canoeing.ò Aaron ï 

age 12 

 

ñHi I would like to say I had a lot of fun and am definitely closer to God now than ever be-

fore.  I will be going again next year.ò Devin 

 

FBC has been so supportive as our children and youth go ñout into the worldò to experience new 

and exciting ñadventuresò and learning more about Jesus and their faith walk at the same time.  

We can celebrate that we had a total of eight children and four youth attend camp, and so I 

would like to thank you for blessing them with your financial support as well as your prayers as 

itôs experiences like these can truly change a life!! 

 

P.K. 
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CHILDRENôS WORSHIP 

SCHEDULE:  

 
Aug. 1: Michelle Bohm 

 

Aug. 8: Michelle Bohm 
 

Aug. 15: Pam Lind and 
Lindsey Lind 

 

Aug. 22: Pam Lind and 
Lindsey Lind 

 

Aug. 29: Rick Golliday 
and Tayler Lind 

PLEASE NOTE 
 

In honor of the Labor 

Day holiday, there will 

be no evening worship 

on Sunday, September 

5th and our church office 

will be closed on Mon-

day, September 6th. 

 

We wish our entire 

church family a happy 

and healthy holiday!  

Newsletter Deadline 
 

All articles for the September edition 

of our church newsletter must be sub-

mitted to the office no later than Mon-

day, August 23.  You may submit your 

items by phone (842 -4321), by fax 

(844 -6943), by e -mail: 

Rhonda@fbcpontiac.org or by leaving them in the black 

box outside the church office door.   

Prescription Bottles Needed for Haiti! 
 

The two womenôs circles in our church (The Ruth Circle and the 

Esther Circle) will be collecting empty prescription bottles during 

the months of August and September to be sent to Haiti. Just re-

move the labels from your empty prescription bottles and leave 

them in the basket in the church narthex.  

 

*Please note that over the counter medication bottles cannot be 

used for this collection.*   

Covered in Prayers Needs Your Help!  
 

Our prayer shawl ministry has been far more successful than we 

could ever have imagined! Dozens of people have been touched 

by the loving efforts and prayers offered on their behalf. As this 

ministry continues to grow and bless the people it touches, we 

would like to offer an opportunity for those of you who are  

unable to knit or crochet to get involved.  

 

Each prayer shawl requires at least four skeins of yarn to 

 complete. If you would like to donate yarn to this ministry you 

may bring it to the church and leave it in the basket in the nar-

thex.  You may also make a monetary donation by marking your 

check ñcovered in prayersò and dropping it in the offering plate.  
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Secret Sisters Ministry 
 

We are on year number two with the Secret Sisters Ministry. I would like to thank everyone who 

has participated in this ministry!  

 

It has been brought to my attention that some sisters still donôt know who their sister was last 

year. If you participated in last yearôs Secret Sister program and were not able to attend the re-

vealing celebration, please let your sister know who you are so that you can share the joys that 

this ministry brought you through the year!  

 

Thank you again for supporting this ministry and please pray and have fun with your sister!  

 

Carol Jones 

Schedule Notes 
 

Please note that there will 

be no Board of Ministries 

meeting in the month of 

August.  

Food Pantry Needs  
 

If you would like to help us continue this important ministry, 

we especially need donations of the following items:  

 

Tuna, instant potatoes, canned vegetables, peanut butter, 

jelly, spaghetti sauce, macaroni & cheese, canned soups 

and cereal.  

 

If you would like to make a donation, you may bring it to the church with you and 

leave it in the kitchen on Sunday morning. You may also drop it by the church any-

time during regular office hours. Of course, monetary donations are always wel-

come. Just be sure to mark your check òfood pantryó and drop it in the offering 

plate.  

Book Club 
 

The book club will be meeting on  Tuesday, 

August 3rd at 6:00 pm at Pastor Karenôs 

house. If you have any questions please 

contact Pastor Karen for additional  

information.  
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The Board of Ministries met 

on Thursday July 8 at 7:00 pm.  
 

Adult Ministries: Secret Sis-

ters  Party was held on June 26 

with 45-50 people in atten-

dance.  

 

Childrenôs Ministries: VBS 

attendance averaged 35 - down 

from previous years.  

 

Sunday School Supt.: Aver-

age attendance in May was 

105 with an average offering 

of $65.38.  

 

Fellowship: Attendance at 

Friday Night Family Movies 

has averaged 15 people.  

Board of Ministries 
The church picnic is sched-

uled for Sunday, Sept. 12.  

 

Sloppy Joe Luncheon sched-

uled for Sept. 30th with pro-

ceeds going to the Food Pan-

try.  

 

Community Outreach: The 

food pantry served 131 fami-

lies in May and 154 families 

in June.  

 

Associate Pastor: Wisconsin 

TeenServe Mission Trip was 

a great success.  

 

Looking at the possibility of a 

Jr. High TeenServe opportu-

nity next summer for 6th, 7th 

and 8th grades.  

 

ABY youth gathering will be 

held in November here at 

FBC. The first planning meet-

ing is scheduled for August 

4th.  

 

Senior Pastor: The Bridging 

the Gap offering is set for 

Sept. 12 and a letter will be 

sent to the congregation dur-

ing the third week in August.  

 

The Board of Ministries will 

not meet in the month of Au-

gust.  

 

Borzeka Honored  
 

 

Judson University honored the Reverend Peter Borzeka with the Golden Eagle Award in a spe-

cial ceremony that took place at 1:00 pm on July 19th at the Reverend Borzekaôs home in Lew-

istown, Illinois. President Jerry Cain presented the award to him for his service as a trustee of 

the then Judson College from 1965 to 1973.  
 

 

During his time as a trustee, the Reverend Borzeka was the Pastor here at First Baptist Church. 

In 1973 he  became director of Judsonôs Advancement Office and served at the school until he 

retired in 1985. He  has also set up an Endowment Scholarship for incoming students with fi-

nancial need.  Only one Golden Eagle award is given each year by the University in recognition 

of an  individualôs lifetime of service to the University.  

Save the Date 
Our special ñBridging the Gapò offering and picnic is scheduled for Sunday, September 12th!  

Please mark your calendars now and make plans to join us as we celebrate our mission and min-

istry here at First Baptist Church!  



Sunday Monday Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

1 
9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 

2 

 

3 
6:00 pm Book Club 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 

4 
9:00 am Ruth Circle 
1:00 pm Esther Circle  
6:30 pm Unbinding the Gospel   

5 
7:00 pm Diaconate Council 
 

 6 
7:00 pm Friday night family 
movie 

7 
7:00 am Promise Keepers  
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 
 

8  

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 

9  

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 

10 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 
 

11 
6:30 pm Unbinding the Gospel  
 

 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

13 
7:00 pm Friday night family 
movie 

14  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

15   
9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 
 

 

16 
 

17 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 

18  

 
 
 

19 
 

20  

7:00 pm Friday night family 
movie   

 
 
 

21 
7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

22  

9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY 
  
 

23 Newsletter Deadline 

6:30 pm Covered in Prayers 

24 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study 
 

25  

 
 
 
 
  
 

26 
 

27  

 

28  

7:00 am Promise Keepers 
Fellowship 
8:00 am Promise Keepers 
Study/Breakfast 
 

29  
9:00 am Worship 
10:15 am Sunday School 
5:00 pm Worship 
5:00 pm ABY  
  
 

30 
 
 
 

31 
6:30 pm Barbôs Bible Study  
 

    

1-Loran Good 
3-Andrea McCoy 
3-Andrew Peck 
5-Mike Toon 
5-Gordon Frobish Sr.  
5-April and Paul Graves  
6-JoAnn Bockman 
7-Richard and Janet Halford  
9-Deb Gollliday 
9-Josh Mayer 
10-Steve Baron 
10-Brittany Bohm 
10-John and Jane Detwiler  
10-Evan Golliday  
11-Joe Lehmann 
11-Kim Stith 
11-Sandy Crane 
12-Bob Carroll 
12-Joe and Pam Lind 
14-Earl Chapman 
15-Judy Judd 
15-Ashley Peck 
15-Ruben Moreno 
16-Eva Schiff 
16-Helen Abbott 
16-Carol Stanton 
17-Carol Brill 
17-Pam Lind 
18-Butch Peck 
18-Rita Watson 
19-Jack Ford 
19-Bobbie Walters 
20-Greg Rynning 
21-Eileen Wilmoth 
21-Tim Rynning 
22-Yuvonne Grigsby 
23-Jose Serna 
24-Jaime Wykes 
24-Carol Jones 
24-Michelle Bohm 
25-Maya Dalton 
26-Crystal Wade 
26-Mike and Carol Toon  
27-Tim and Keri Lewis  
29-Marilyn Gould 
30-Donna Smith 
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